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Our Mission
High Risk Hope ® is a for purpose
organization that provides support,
encouragement, information, and
resources to women and families
who are experiencing a high risk
pregnancy resulting in hospital bed
rest, potential premature birth, and
neonatal intensive care after delivery.

Our Hospitals
California Pacific Medical Center
Hoag Hospital Newport Beach
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital
Tampa General Hospital
Sarasota Memorial Healthcare System
St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital

Board of Directors
Heather Barrow
Susie Bray
Elizabeth Carrere
Kate DeSantis
Tracie Domino
Betsy Graham
Lauren Companioni Strahan, DMD
Alfonso Vargas, MDA

Patient Spotlight:
Taliya and Aria Faison
Tamika Forteau became pregnant with twins at the age of
23. She had just returned from Italy after studying abroad
for six weeks as part of her studies at the University of
South Florida and had begun her final semester when
she learned the news. She was extremely nervous as she
was deemed high risk due to being pregnant with twins.
Tamika continued to see both her OB and high-risk doctor
throughout her pregnancy. She graduated from USF in
May 2016 with her bachelor’s degree while 30 weeks
pregnant with twins. At her doctor’s appointment hours
after graduation, she learned that she had a shortened
cervix. The doctor explained she would have to be on
bed rest for the remainder of her pregnancy. This was
a very emotional time as she wasn’t used to depending
on other people. At 32 weeks pregnant, her water broke.
She was scared and not prepared for her babies to come
along so soon. By the time she arrived at the hospital, she
was 4 cm dilated, and in a matter of hours, her beautiful
baby girls were born. Both babies spent 30 days in the
St. Joseph's Women’s Hospital NICU. Taliya and Aria are
Tamika’s blessings. They are now happy and healthy 15
month-old toddlers who are constantly on the move.
Patient Quotes: “High Risk Hope is just an amazing organization.
The thoughtful volunteers prepare and deliver these gift totes
with compassion and reassuring smiles. Even though we had a
lengthy stay, and saw many other families come and go, it was
great to be reminded that we were not alone in this journey. And the
stories and pictures of other HRH babies/families in the calendar
give me hope daily that things will get easier and will get better!”
–Megan, hospital bedrest, daughter born 29 weeks, 147 days
NICU, Johns Hopkins All Children's Hospital (first NICU bag
recipient!)

High Risk Hope’s A-Team!
Serving as both the Executive Director and Board Chair since founding High Risk Hope (HRH) in 2011, it has been my dream to
find the perfect person to take over as Executive Director. HRH has grown tremendously during the past six and a half years,
from no employees and a few volunteers serving only one hospital and a few hundred patients to four employees and 100
volunteers serving six hospitals (with several new ones in the works) and 2,500 patients every year. We have raised over $1.25
million and helped 6,500 families in crisis thanks to the support of our loyal donors.
One of the families HRH supported in 2014 is the Nicholas Family. Bailey Nicholas was pregnant with twins when she was
admitted to St. Joseph’s Women’s Hospital and placed on hospital bedrest for preeclampsia, where she received a HRH Bed
Rest Basket. After four weeks in the hospital, a spike in blood pressure caused her to have Henry and Nora six weeks early. The
babies spent several weeks in the neonatal intensive care unit, where they each received a HRH NICU Napsack™. Once their
entire family was healthy and home, Bailey began volunteering at HRH, delivering bags to patients and helping with various
fundraising initiatives. I was so impressed with Bailey’s fundraising, nonprofit leadership skills and passion for HRH, that I
asked her to join our team in 2015 to oversee fundraising and special events. She was a stay at home mom with her twins at the
time, and not in the market for a job. Thankfully, Bailey accepted because it was her dream to work for the organization that
helped her family during their crisis.
Bailey has exceeded my expectations ever since. She is hard working,
creative, intelligent, driven, honest, caring and truly has our HRH
families’ best interests at heart. She is willing to try anything (Belly
Flop For Babies) to elevate HRH’s presence in the community. She
sets high but attainable goals for herself and the HRH team and
ensures we exceed them. Bailey has never met a stranger and sees
every interaction with another person as a chance to tell them
about the wonderful things we are doing at HRH. She has developed
strong relationships with HRH hospital partners, with several of
them inviting her to serve on hospital committees. All of these traits
combined convinced me that I had finally found the person I could
trust with my third baby, HRH. Earlier this year I spoke with Bailey
about what I hoped would be her future as the Executive Director of HRH. She didn’t hesitate in accepting the challenge and has
worked hard every day during our transition to prove that she is exactly the leader I hoped she would be in this role.
I had a similar conversation with Kerri Kibbey. Kerri is also a bed
rest and NICU mom and has been a HRH Board member since
2012. She was one of our first ten volunteers after tracking me
down at the hospital, shortly after her daughter was discharged
from the NICU, because she wanted to become involved. Kerri has
been extremely involved at HRH over the years and is the brains
behind some of our biggest events, including the Tot Trot. Her
husband’s job took their family to Miami two years ago, but they
received unexpected news over the summer that he was needed
back in Tampa in September. I jumped on the opportunity to see if
Kerri would be interested in transitioning roles at HRH to become
our Director of Special Events, Marketing and Public Relations. I believe Kerri saw her exceptional potential to help serve more
HRH families through the growth of our revenue streams as clearly as I did and happily accepted this new role. She brings
experience, knowledge, and compassion to this position and knows more about certain aspects of HRH than I do! Kerri was
made for this position and we can all expect only great things from her.
In 2011, never in my wildest dreams did I foresee HRH growing to the organization it is today. Fast-forward to 2017 and I can
dream much bigger, because I now know what the High Risk Hope family is capable of. Bailey and Kerri’s leadership of our Ateam will enable HRH to reach thousands of families in the future. I can’t wait to see what they will accomplish.

HOLIDAY FUNDRAISING GOAL:
Heather Barrow
Founder and Chair, Board of Directors

$15,000

TO HELP FUND HRH’S FUTURE EXPANSION EFFORTS

2017 Summer & Fall Event Success
2017 Tot Trot
High Risk Hope’s 5th Annual Tot Trot presented by Jersey Mike's Subs
was held on November 11th at Gadsden Park in Tampa in correlation with
Prematurity Awareness Month. WTSP 10 News anchor Courtney Robinson
kicked off the family-friendly 3K and over 850 trotters walked, ran, and
strolled to raise awareness about the premature birth epidemic and celebrate
how far our HRH VIPs (very important preemies) have come. Congratulations
to our Top Fundraiser winner Jennifer Fabian who raised $2,000. The team
banner competition was a tight one, but Team Kassidy snagged a win and took
home the trophy for the second year in a row. Thank you to our Tot Trotters,
sponsors, donors and volunteers who helped us raise over $71,000.

SJWH NICU Reunion

13 Ugly Men 80s
Party
The legendary 13 Ugly Men brought
the 80s back to life at Pattinis of
South Tampa with a rockin’ 80s
Party that benefited High Risk Hope.
The 13 Ugly Men raised $13,000
to support HRH’s families in crisis.
These guys really know how to party
with a purpose.

Jersey Mike’s Subs
Grand Opening
Fundraiser
Jersey Mike’s Subs opened a new
location in Tarpon Springs, and
they chose to support HRH in
their Grand Opening Fundraiser,
donating a total of $1,400 to
HRH. We are grateful for the
continued support Jersey Mike’s
Subs provides.

Fall Festival
The Hyde Park Village Fall Festival benefiting High Risk
Hope raised $6,300 for HRH programs! Attendees
enjoyed live music, food trucks, kid activities and
hunting for the perfect pumpkin in the pumpkin
patch. We would not have been able to staff the event
without the amazing volunteers from Franklin Street,
Delta Gamma, and the Krewe of Grace O’Malley, as
well as dozens of other HRH volunteers. Thank you
for volunteering your time. Thanks as well to all of our
HRH families who came out to enjoy the festival.

The St. Joseph's Women's Hospital NICU
Reunion was held in October. It was so fun to see
how much our HRH VIPs have grown! Thank you
to all of our families that stopped by our table.
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2018
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Baby
Calendar

This year’s HRH Calendar Baby Contest was a
huge success thanks to the dozens of families
that submitted their babies to the contest. Over
26,000 votes were placed online to select the 13
babies featured in the 2018 HRH Baby Calendar.
Thank you to The Gallery Studios, Sensory 5,
and our calendar sponsors for donating the
time and funds needed to photograph, design,
and print this incredible source of inspiration
for our future HRH families. Please visit the
HRH online store to purchase your inspirational
2018 calendar for $20. They make perfect
stocking stuffers.

SAVE THE DATE for 2018 Spring Events!
Books for Babies
HRH is collecting new or gently used books in celebration of our 7th birthday on February 16, 2018.
These books are given to our families of premature babies being treated in the NICU. HRH needs
2,500 or more books to ensure every preemie we serve receives at least one book during 2018. This
is a wonderful opportunity to have your entire family involved through planning a book drive at
your child’s school, cleaning out books from your children’s bookshelf, or raising money for HRH to
purchase new books. We have added an Amazon wish list this year that you can purchase from or
share with your friends and family. Go to ‘Find a List or Registry’ and type in ‘High Risk Hope’. These
books can be shipped directly to our HRH office. If you would like to drop off books or organize a
book drive, email info@highriskhope.org.

Jersey Mike’s Subs Month of Giving
We are thrilled to announce that HRH has been selected as the Jersey Mike's Subs 2018 Month of
Giving partner for 30+ West Central Florida locations. The 2017 Month of Giving raised $100,000
for HRH, and we were invited back for a second year. Jersey Mike’s Subs locations will collect
donations for HRH from their customers the entire month of March and donate 100% of total
sales to HRH on Wednesday, March 28th. There are several ways you can help HRH be successful
during the Month of Giving. The simplest way is to eat at Jersey Mike’s Subs throughout the month
of March, but especially eat a sub (or two) on March 28th. If your office has luncheons during
March, Jersey Mike’s Subs has an excellent catering menu. We also will need dozens of HRH
Ambassadors to assist us in covering the Jersey Mike’s Subs locations on March 28th. Please email
kerri@highriskhope.org if you are interested.

Give Day Tampa Bay
Give Day Tampa Bay is a 24-hour online giving competition hosted by The Community Foundation
of Tampa Bay to raise support and awareness for local nonprofits. For the fourth straight year,
HRH is partnering exclusively with Hyde Park Village. Participating restaurants and retailers will
offer HRH Give Day Tampa Bay donors exclusive discounts on May 1st. HRH also has several
fun events planned throughout the day. Email info@highriskhope.org if you would like more
information on Give Day Tampa Bay.

Giving Challenge in Sarasota
The Giving Challenge is a 24-hour online giving competition hosted by The Community Foundation
of Sarasota County. The Giving Challenge, in partnership with The Patterson Foundation, was
formed with four main goals in mind: generate community excitement about charitable giving,
demonstrate that everyone can be a philanthropist, heighten awareness about local choices in
giving, and infuse dollars and opportunities beyond the dollar for local nonprofit organizations.
The Giving Challenge will be held May 1st-2nd, noon to noon. Email info@highriskhope.org if you
would like more information on the Giving Challenge.
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2018 HRH VOLUNTEER Opportunities
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” – Ghandi

HOSPITAL DELIVERIES
Hospital Deliveries

Attend hospital volunteer orientation and deliver Bed Rest Baskets and NICU
Napsacks™ to HRH hospital partners.

BAG ASSEMBLIES
Bag Assemblies

Assemble Bed Rest Baskets and NICU Napsacks™ by yourself or with friends or
co-workers.

EVENT COMMITTEES

Event Committees

Help plan and execute one of our annual events to raise funds for HRH and celebrate
our HRH families! The current committee opportunities include Give Day Tampa Bay,
The Giving Challenge Sarasota and the Tot Trot.

KNITTERS

Knitters

HRH always needs baby hats and blankets. They are the NICU Napsack items
treasured most by our families. We accept these items year-round (delivered or
mailed) to all HRH locations.

Email info@highriskhope.org for more information on these great opportunities.
Maybe you could be our next Hospital Hero!

HRH Team
High Risk Hope is growing and so has our staff. We have
a great team in place to carry out the mission of HRH and
continue to expand our services to more families in crisis.
These are the faces of HRH that you will see throughout
the year.
Left to right: Sasha Smith, Program Coordinator; Shannon
Oras, Development Coordinator; Bailey Nicholas, Executive
Director; Kerri Kibbey, Director of Marketing, Special
Events & Public Relations
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Calling all
Knitters

Are you a knitter? Do you
know someone who knits
or crochets? We would
love to have 24” x 24”
knitted baby blankets
to include in each of our
NICU Napsacks™. If you
are interested in donating
blankets, please email
info@highriskhope.org.
Thank you for sharing
your talents to bundle
our preemies.

Preemie Birthdays are a Big Deal

Your HRH Family would love to send your VIP (Very
Important Preemie) a card on his or her birthday!
Email your child’s name, birthday and hospital story to
info@highriskhope.org.
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